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Editorial Introduction:
Interesting Edges on Educational Thinking
Kenneth Varner & David Carlson
Summer 2022. COVID cases appear to be never ending but the world seems
to have given up, mostly, trying to restrict people’s movements or pretend that
the strategies of control had worked to an outcome. The world is seemingly in a
never-ending spiral of societal complexities that have shaped particular realities
reflective of the neo-liberal market-driven environment. For months Russia has
been engaged in an unmoral, illegal, and deadly invasion of Ukraine and while the
world has responded with outrage and anger little has been done to do much about
it. The world is in a gas and energy crisis, tied largely to the Russian incursion,
and overall we appear to be entering a hyper inflation time. Stocks are vulnerable,
people are feeling insecure, and no one seems to know what will happen tomorrow let alone in the future.
In educational spheres we find ourselves in a ‘more of the same old’ but with
some new contexts for that. Taboo remains committed to finding the edges that
push beyond more of the same old and embrace intersecting edges of educational
thoughts and thinking that provoke thought, give fuel to our own question-making
abilities, and help readers make progress in their own critically engaged journey.
In 2020 we suggested that we ought to engage harder, more directly, and without
fear of perspectives difficult to engage. And we continue that work in this summer
2022 issue. As we have been doing, we let the authors’ own words explain what
is happening in this issue. We will list here the name and authors of each of the
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pieces along with their abstract. The abstracts of course appear at the start of each
article, but we like having them here in the introduction to help you as a reader
have agency in the decision-making you engage in when deciding how to read
this issue.
Defining Critical Literacy:
A Challenge to a Power Structure
Matthew Albert
Defining the concept of critical literacy is a difficult task because of its inherently murky boundaries. As time has progressed in the last four to five decades,
attitudes and perceptions of literacy have shifted in ways which necessitate a redefining of the concept. This paper presents a retelling of an actual task presented
to a graduate student by his committee. In that task, the committee asked for
a concise (150 words or fewer) construction of a definition of critical literacy.
This article begins with a very brief reflection on the task itself followed by the
execution that attempted to circumvent the word count rules set forth by the committee through the use of endnotes. The reproduction of the task has been edited
in certain places for the purposes of an academic journal, but these changes are
cosmetic in nature. Simply put, the graduate student argues critical literacy can
be defined as a textual study of power structure challenges distributed across four
categories: early definitions, multiple modalities, sociopolitical issues of power,
and equity in classrooms; what is more the circumvention reflects, itself, an act of
critical literacy.
Teaching Haitian Studies and Caribbean Digital Humanities:
A Rasanblaj of Critical Pedagogy and Black Feminist Theory in the Classroom
Crystal A. Felima
Digital humanities provide an opportunity for collaborators to connect with
various people, disciplines, and resources to produce and share knowledge. It
also allows creators and users to navigate research and scholarship through partnerships and online engagement. This article features an undergraduate digital
humanities course taught in spring 2018 titled “Haitian Studies and Culture” at
the University of Florida. In this course, students considered ways of speaking,
writing, researching, and representing Haiti, while engaging in critical discussions
related to issues and questions of access, authorship, interpretation, and representation. This essay serves as a reflection statement by highlighting how the author
explored critical and social justice pedagogies and Black feminist theory to teach
digital scholarship on Haitian Studies. This article argues that these approaches
enrich teaching practices and student learning and offer a lens to address decolonization, deepen our social consciousness, and contribute to public scholarship.

Kenneth Varner & David Carlson
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Chopping and Screwing Narrative Inquiry
to Study Teacher Curiosity Curiously
Nick Kasparek & Emily J. Lahr
This narrative inquiry draws reflexively on our own and each other’s stories
of becoming as curious students and teachers to explore the central questions of
contemporary politically and ethically engaged curiosity studies. Taking inspiration from innovative narrative inquiry methodologies as well as the hip-hop
remixing practice of chopping and screwing, we develop a methodology to think
narratively and curiously about recursively interpreted experiences beyond totalizing individualism. Juxtaposing our perspectives, we aim to illuminate curious
potentials in our situations for resonance. We offer our stories for consideration
and propose our new narrative methodology for inquiry into other plastic, epigenetic academic dispositions.
What Counts as Rigor When Rigor Counts?
Increasing Intentionality in Teacher Education
Derek Riddle, Chyllis E. Scott, & LeAnn G. Putney
This manuscript presents findings from an empirical qualitative telling
case study examining the concept of rigor in a graduate level literacy assessment course in a teacher preparation program. Whereas teacher preparation
has been attacked on many fronts for not adequately preparing teachers for the
field this piece leans in to this criticism by exploring how teacher preparation
programs can match the rigor and demands of the profession and to self-assess our own progress towards meeting that aim. This article aims to “foster discussions across and through different disciplines including explorations
into how intertextualities and intersectionalities operate throughout and within
different educational times/spaces/places.” While this piece focusses specifically on teacher preparation, the methods herein could evoke other disciplines
to consider their impact and value in the spaces where they do their work and,
perhaps, consider how they may do it better.
Cutting as a Literacy Practice:
Exploring the Fractured Body, Desire and Rage
through Queer and Trans*+ Youth Embodiments
Bess Collins Van Asselt
By attending to the ways in which cutting manifests in the life histories of
three queer and trans*+ youth of color, I argue that cutting is a literacy practice.
I focus on the life histories of three youth, Jay, Harper and Sam, who have different experiences, reasons for, and reactions to their cutting. With each story, we
learn something new about the act and how it pushes us to the brink of literacy
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pedagogy. Jay’s narrative forces us to reckon with youth who refuse to or cannot
maintain their bodily integrity. Harper’s story brings to the fore the violence of
everyday life for queer and trans*+ youth of color. Sam’s story showcases the
nuanced ways in which desire and rage can exist side by side in the act of cutting.
All of these stories help us to understand the larger implications of engaging with
embodied literacies inside a classroom space.
Selfless Selfishness:
The Me and We of Individuality
Jacob S. Bennett
In this provocation, I argue against contributors to the global publication The
Economist that the biggest threat to western liberalism is not equity but rather an
incomplete and misplaced definition of individualism. Such a definition does not
take the history of racism in the context of the United States (U.S.) into consideration. Through lessons taught by a heyoka of the Oglala Lakota people, Black
Elk, a refined conceptualization of individuality could center both the personal and
communal to set the stage for truly equitable policy development within the U.S.
We look forward to seeing how readers engage with this issue and welcome
your feedback. As always, we end in solidarity,
—Kenny and David

